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the Irish people, that the French Government was seriously
attending to their affairs, and that a speedy invasion was very
probable, and it also produced some considerable changes among
the United Irishmen. Wolfe Tone, though he had founded the
society, had lately quarrelled with its leaders, had devoted him-
self almost exclusively to the Catholic question, and had not
attended a meeting or taken part in the concerns of the United
Irishmen since May 1793.1 He was now deeply compromised,
for though he had refused the mission to Prance, his intercourse
with Jackson was known, and his representation of the state of
Ireland was in the hands of the Government. He did not,
however, believe that there was any sufficient evidence to en-
danger his life, and the law officers were of the same opinion.
He was a popular man, and the large circle of his friends in-
cluded several who differed widely from his politics; among
others, Marcus Beresford, the son of the all-powerful John
Beresford. Through the kindly intervention of the Beresfords,
and with the assent of the Attorney-General, Wolfe Tone made
a compact with the Government. He acknowledged that he
had held conversations of a very criminal nature with Jackson;
he drew up in writing a minute account of all that had passed
between Jackson, B,owan, and himself, and he agreed to leave
Ireland, provided that he was not himself brought to trial, that
he was not called as a witness, and that his confession was not
made use of against either Eowan or Jackson, or to the pre-
judice of any other person mentioned, except for the purpose of
preventing a renewal of treasonable practices. In May 1795 he
sailed for Philadelphia, where he not long after met Napper Tandy
and Hamilton Rqwan.2

A less known but more important result of the arrest of
Jackson, remains to be told. Hitherto the information which
the Government had obtained about the proceedings of the
United Irishmen, had been of a very slight and superficial cha-
racter, but they now obtained the services of a man who had a
real knowledge of the inner mechanism of the agitation, and whose

1  Wolfe Tone's Memoir*, i. 121.          sidered it a great object to get Tone

2  Tone's own account of the trans-     out of the country. Tone's confession
action (Memoirs, i. 114-121), must be     appears to have been ultimately given
compared with the JBeresford Carre-     to Lord Clare.
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